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discussion forums — Thread entitiled: Yenko brand reborn?
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1967228
TIII IR

sYc member

Reged: 10/18/02
Posts: 403
Loc: Golden Bear
State, USA

Yenko brand reborn?

Is thiskfor real? How's this going to impact the Clary Yenko project?

Post Extras: &
-jon

Les Quam
Tefededede

sYc member

Reged: 05/02/04
Posts: 439
Loc: Las Vegas

Unless they purchased the Yenko name rights from the surviving Yenko
family all GMCI owns is a right to use a trademark that has never been
challenged by the rightful owners of the Yenko name that being the Yenko

& ®

Post Extras:
family.

66 L78 ragiop

TeTesest
sYe membey

Reged: 03/24/06
Posts: 86
Loc: Chicago, IL

He states that he has purchased the name and brand...

This will not only affect the Yenko project, but this site as well...

Post Extras: ‘?i% '
Sounds like the beginning of a legal fiasco

IxSS
seedersk

=Yc member

Reged: 10/23/04
Posts: 346

Loc: Houston, Texas

A search of the US Patent & Trademark Office does not show that the
Yenko family owns the name or ever registered the name as a trademark.
It looks like Classic Camaros Inc., same address as Classic Industries
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actually owns the name and has aSSIgned it to General Marketing Capltal
Inc in 2008. Interesting

Trade Mark Sea rch

Image Llst :

With any trademark, ‘you use it and keep others from usmg lt or you lose
it. Hope that' s not the case here '

%@

motionwannab
k@i

sY¢ member

Reged: 03/24/08 YIKES!!! &
Posts: 165

Loc: PENNSYLVANIA Lo
USA Post Extras:

Les Quam
L i i

sY¢ member

YTHIS COULD GET UGLY |

The surviving Yenko family members have never filed to obtain a

Posts: 439 trademark on the Yenko name. That does not mean they have waived their
Loc: Las Vegas ownership rights to their name. We don't all have to run down and obtam a
trademark on our hames to prevent others from usmg it.

Reged: 05/02/04

However once a trademark lskgranted it isa tanglble property right until
someone in this case the surviving Yenko family members go to court and
enforce their inherent property rights which will supercede the present
trademark rights owned by GMCI.

The Yenko family name is owned by the Yenko family and passed to Don
Yenko's heirs upon his death. Until the Yenko heirs lawyer up people will
continue to profit off,Donk Yenko's legacy.

All of which assumes that GMCI or the previous trademark owner hasn't
already obtained the rights from the Yenko heirs? But as of September

Post Extras: ‘;?é & @
2009 they had not.

Les Quam
3238

sY¢ nember

Reged: 05/02/04 1t should be noted that the sYc net folks who operate this sight have the

Posts: 439 written permission from the Yenko heirs to use the Yenko name in regard

Loc: Las Vegas to this site and the registry. I have seen the agreement and as far as 1
know it is the only time the Yenko family has agreed {o allow anyone to
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sYcA
sedeesesk

s¥¢ member

Reged: 03/20/00
Posts: 6944
Loc: Alton, MO, USA

bashton

Fedeskest
sYe member

Reged: 10/10/05
Posts: 1200
Loc: Utica, Michigan

use their fathers name. That agreement will supercede any efforts GMCI
makes to prevent this site from going forward. Whether or not lawyers are
needed to enforce their written permission is another matter. Hopefully

Post Extras: GETES
that won t be necessary

All I can say for now, the sYc is domg business as usual mc!udmg putt;ng ,

the ﬂmshmg touches on YS-1001, the first 2010 Yenko/SC Camaro.

The club s next event will. be MCACN in Nov., and we are workmg WIth Bob
and VICkl to make the sYc dasplay area(s) extra special,

Tom Clary
Yenko Sportscar Club
http://www.yenko.net

The club's next event will be MCACN in Nov and we are working thh Bob
and Vicki to make the sYc dlsplay area(s) extra special.

And that, my friends, is an undertatement! &

Bashton
MCACN Managmg Member
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sedezres

sYr member

Reged: 10/02/02
Posts: 4957
Loc: To Rush’'s Right

Quote:

The club s next event wm be MCACN in Nov., and we are workmg With Bob and
Vicki to make the sYc display area(s) extra specxal

I know this ain't McDonalds but, ................."I'm Lovin m"f%ﬂ

It's a frlendshlp thmg
Gavin & Kwhizz understand:.

Post Extras: %
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sY¢ member

Reged: 03/24/08
Posts: 165

Loc: PENNSYLVANIA
USA

x Baldwin
Motion

motionwannab

SYC and the Clarys and members are the ones that put the info out there
for everyone for years.

I've noticed that this hobby the past few years has unfortunately acqu:red
a BUNCH of dirty players.

I understand supply and demand but to completely undermind someone
and do them like GMCI has done the SYC is just WRONG.

Perhaps a big nasty lawsuit isnt such a bad thing as it would send a
message to people that like to play these games that the HONEST
hobbyists arent screwing around anymore and are tired or doing all the
work for years and getting the shaft in the end.

Whats next GMCI introduces the lauch of their Baldwin Motion brand??? 1
know Joel wouldnt have a problem taking legal action. Maybe the Clarys
and the YENKO heirs should consider the same. Unless theres a hidden
agenda somewhere that the SYC isnt aware of. Just my opinion

€% 8O

Edited by motionwannabe (10/20/09 10:17 AM)
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sYc member

Reged: 11/27/05
Posts: 4126

Loc: 41 OON 72 18.5
A

.....

Whats next GMCI introduces the launch of their Baldwin Motion brand???....

I am sure you must have seen the new (2005) Baldmeotlon with Joel s
blessing.

motionwannab

SITLILY

sY¢ member

Reged: 03/24/08
Posts: 165

Loc: PENNSYLVANIA
USA

Post Extras: Qé @

Yes, I seen the concept for that car. I was being sarcastlc about MOthﬂ

Norm revnolds
old hand

Reged: 10/31/01
Posts: 928

Loc: Philadelphia Pa
19136

First off I do not think this is legal Remember the knuckle head from
Canada

Second we all can stop this in its tracks. If no one supported them and did
NOT even recognize them as being Yenkos then I drought they would last
to long . It has to made clear that any car they try to build is NOT a yenko
THIS IS WORNG at so many levels I do not know where to began.

AS for me they are nothing more fakes Someone trying to make a quick
buck using

The Yenko name. I have been a judge in many car shows this year, Me if I
saw one ' S

I would have NO problem classing them AS FAKES

In the classic car world once a car is branded a fake it kills it,

And lastly I do think the way business has been lately that they will end up
losing more money than made

M



quick-bowtie
Frdedeesk
£Ye member

Reged: 05/27/05
Posts: 648

Loc: The North Star
State

Charley Lillard

Fereedesk

sYc member

Reged: 04/10/00
Posts: 9758

Loc: Woodland, ca.
us

restodu

FersTeresk
sYe member

Reged: 08/15/02
Posts: 805
Loc: Madison,Wi.

Norm
2004 Grand Cherokee4x4
2004 Grand Cherokee 4x4 Columbna Edttaon

Post Extras’: @ @
Mosport Green 66 stingray

Come on now 1t says the guy owned a Yenko at one ttme so that must
make him legit.. Iol , '

I wouldnt be posting aH the new items/pictures going into these cars |f you
dont want the competition steahng idea's. IMO '

69 NASCAR PACECAR Camaro 1 of 7
68 Shelby GT500 Convert
Some other GM and Mopar

The "Guy" is Jeff Leonard. Jeff is Classic Industries. That huge color
Camaro parts catalog is Classic Industries, I think they still have the 68

Post Extras: ’«%
Yenko.

I haven't seen a car built by a dead guy, yet WOrthy of me willing to
purchase. They are only real,and original once.

Post Extras: & @
67 228,67 RS/SS 396 canadian




Reged: 10/23/04
Posts: 346
Loc: Houston, Texas

I also found it interesting wile browsing the Patent & Trademark Office web
site (I have a low threshold of entertainment) that GM has a Trademark
application pending for the word "COPO". On 11/03/2006 GM filed an
application for "Intent To Use" the word "COPQ", If you know you want to
use a word in the future as a trademark but are not currently using it you
file an "Intent To Use" application. You also have to tell the P&TO what you
intend to use the trademark for. GM has been given a third extension of
time to file a "statement of use". I guess they don't what anybody to know
how they plan on using the word COPO or maybe they don't know yet.

1970Bluel78
addict

Reged: 07/12/06
Posts: 525
Loc: New York

Quote:

I haven't seen a car built by a dead guy, yet worthy of me willing to purchase They
are only real,and original once.

100% correct Sir | That would include the SYC effort as well as the GMCI
car or anybody else who thinks a 2010 car is a Yenko

motionwannabe
FeTeTEIEsk

£Yc member

Reged: 03/24/08
Posts: 165

Loc: PENNSYLVANIA
USA

How much would anyone like to bet that in the nyext'few years GM unveils
a new COPO CAMARO. That would be my guess if they are filing for a

Post Extras: Q%

trademark or patent of the word

WILMASBOYL78

kel
=Yo mamber

Reged: 07/09/03
Posts: 3320
Loc: new york

Quote:

I haven't seen a car built by a dead guy, yet worthy of me wil!ing fo purchase.




showvourauto

z%szmz%zz

sYc member

Reged: 03/17/06
Posts: 218
Loc: Grayslake, IL

Les Quam
Fesksledes

sY¢ member

Reged: 05/02/04
Posts: 439
Loc: Las Vegas

sYch
seresrdesh

sY¢ member

Reged: 03/20/00
Posts: 6944
Loc: Alton, MO, USA

They are only real,and original once.

Well said....

e

02 Berger 380hp #95

Lots of L78 Novas

Join National Nostalgic Nova'
70 Orange Cooler

Post Extras:
69 Camaro

Carroll isn't dead, yet. Do you even think that the new Sheibys have the
street credit of the orlgmals? ,

o v o o e 2, o o o 9,

Post Extras: !'Q}% ‘ @

Find what DRIVES You, ShowYourAuto.com

I think the new 725 HP ShefbykSupersnakes and several other Mustangs
converted at the Shelby factory have plenty of street cred. I own a 65 GT
350, a 67 GT 500, a 69 GT 500 and two Supersnakes. The new ones are

Post Extras: M
every bit as svgnﬁcant as the old ones and a whole lot faster too.

A lot of the argument I am hearing in regards to new Yenkos is the fact
Don Yenko is dead, thus there cannot be another Yenko, while there can
be more Motion cars and Shelbys, as Josen Rosen and Carrol Shelby are
alive and kicking, and even though they are not "hands on" involved in
their projects, they have endorsed the projects, and most likely were
involved in the design as well.




My question is this, if Don's daughter(s), who actually worked at the
dealership and were the heirs to Yenko Sportscars, INC, were to be’come
involved in a Yenko project similar to what Joel and Carrol are doing,
would it then be a Yenko?

e o o s o,

Tom Clary
Yenko Sportscar Club
http://www.yenko.net

markiohnson

Feesledkak
sYc membey

Reged: 12/09/03
Posts: 778
Loc: St. Louis, MO.

Some would argue that not if their name changed after marriage. Is the
Yenko name still around or has it been "married off"? Any sons? I really
don't think the daughters had an open line of communication with Vince
Piggins like their father did so that takes a lot of mysthue away from the
idea of a "Little Susie Yenko Camaro". ,

sYch
sedfegresk
Ve member

Reged: 03/20/00
Posts: 6944
Loc: Alton, MO, USA

Hum..so if married, daughters cannot continue the family
business/traditionlegacy, but sons can? I bet Valerie (Harrell)
Vanderwoude and Connie (Gibb) ?, among other daughters of famous
people will !ove to hear that. :

Until just recently, when they sold their mterest in Yenko Honda, the
daughters had been very involved in the business side of thmgs, taking
over for Don following his. untlmely death in 1987.

And though I have yet to meet Terri, I do know that Lynn shares her dad's
passuon for cars.

s 2t i o W i o o s i e o

Tom Clary
Yenko Sportscar Club

Post Extras: & - %4
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£¥e member

Reged: 08/23/00
Posts: 1320

Loc: Long Island, NY

Les Quam
Todeies
s¥Ye member

Reged: 05/02/04
Posts: 439
Loc: Las Vegas

Post Extras: i:g @

Les Quam
Feikrdes

s¥c member

Reged: 05/02/04
Posts: 439
Loc: Las Vegas

bkhpah
753LILILIL

sY¢ member

Reged: 03/30/00
Posts: 4402
Loc: Latrobe, PA

For the people who don't want a new Yenko, it's Slmple don't buy one. The
Yenko family is behind the project that Tom and his group are doing. That
is validation enough for me.

S i o S T i o

Steve Shauger
Vintage Certlflcatlon, Provrdlng Recogmtlon to Unrestored Camaros &
Chevelles

Shelby is still reasonably hands on with his cars. When in town he takes
them home and drives them and tells his guys what he wants done when
he brings them back. The mods on these new cars are for the most part
dreamed up by him. In fact he is the one that mandates the HP levels and
he helped think up the new Shelby/Prudomme drag car. Shelby isn't
finsihed yet he has instructed his guys to build some mind blowmg stuff
that is bemg developed nght now. ,

I don t know how much time he spent turnmg wrenches back in the day as
opposed to brainstorming and marketing? Maybe Colin call shed some light
on this? Colin's new Shelby book is out and it's thoroughness is a stunner.
Never been another Shelby book like this one. '

And yes 1 thlnk the surviving Yenko family mvolvement in a new Yenko is
huge because it gives a stamp of approval and sets a standard that no one
else on earth can give. When Don's daughter a former employee says my
dad would have loved this new car or this is what he would have built how
do you top that? In other words if a tribute car is built with the input of the

Post Extras: 5 3 @

family thatis a ~special, Very personal tribute IMHO.

If you are not interested in such a car, simply do not own one. It was that
way in the glory days as well. The numbers of Yenko cars sold was
certainly not staggering by today's standard. Nowhere have I seen that it
states Don Yenko is involved, it has always been a tribute. I don't think

10
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you discount the family's input here. The market will set the number built,
and I imagine it will be very low. I would love to have seen some of you

Post Extras: %é ' @

tell Donna Maewi:hat she was ONLY a glrl .BKH

moticnwannabe
e deda vk
V7 pemibay

Reged: 03/24/08 My arguemént is'sirmﬂply that GMCI shouldnt be the ones doihg it.If the SYC

Posts: 165 and the Clarys are doing it thats fine because of all the site and that
Loc: PENNSYLVANIA |particular family: has done to keep the YENKO flame alive. Did Jeff Leonard
USA start a YENKO site and bring owners of vegas,camaros,novas vettes

chevelles together and help them to track down the info on their cars? My
guess is NO. If this is going to be done it should be done by those who love
the car and arent doing it to simply reap profits. I believe the Clarys and
the SYC would do it for their passion of YENKO. Sure they wnll make money
but its not thelr sole intent.

1970Bluel78
addict

Reged: 07/12/06 Quote:
Posts: 525
Loc: New York

A lot of the argument I am hearing in regards to new Yenkos is the fact Don Yenko
is dead, thus there cannot be another Yenko, while there can be more Motion cars
and Shelbys, as Josen Rosen and Carrol Shelby are alive and kicking, and even
though they are not "hands on" involved in their projects, they have endorsed the
projects; and most likely were involved in the design as well.

My question is this, if Don's daughter(s), who actually worked at the dealership and
were the heirs to Yenko Sportscars, INC, were to become involved in a Yenko
project similar to what Joel and Carrol are doing, would it then be a Yenko?

Why not include the guy that washed the floors or maybe the person that
answered the phone there. Don WAS yenko...Period. So to answer your

Post Extras: &
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Reged: 07/12/06
Posts: 525
Loc: New York

Quote:

For the people Who don't want a new Yenko, it's simple don't buy one. The Yenko
family is behind the project that Tom and his group are doing. That is validation
enough for me. ,

Les Quam
Fedakdesk

s¥e member

Reged: 05/02/04
Posts: 439
Loc: Las Vegas

Kim Howie

Pedededest
s¥e member

Reged: 06/05/00
Posts: 3500
Loc: Albia,Iowa

If there was a real yenko from Don bemg offered I would think many
would buy them, but that can never happen If you are " validated " from

this endevor By all meands buy the car and enjoy same

The only reason I own two Yenko's (aside from Colin finding them for me)
is because of this site and the registry of VIN numbers and the wealth of
information long time members have about these old cars.

Same for Shelby s without the registry in my opinion they would not have

the following they do today so if anyone is going to be involved in a Yenko
tribute car it should be the guys that have put in the years to preserve the
authenticity and hlstory

Not to mention the fact they are the only ones to my knowledge who had
the respect for Don Yenko to actually ask his surviving Yenko family
members for permission to use the Yenko name as opposed to running
down and obtaining a trade name and trade mark without the permission
of the rightful owners of the Yenko name that being Don's heirs.

Post Extras:
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Reged: 03/20/00
Posts: 6944
Loc: Alton, MO, USA

person that answered the phone there. Don WAS yenko Penod Soto
answer your ?.....NO

black69

Fedsdeesk
sYt member

Reged: 01/08/07
Posts: 175
Loc: Hlinois

If only one person can be "Yenko" then no doubt it would be the person
who had the vision to open the original Yenko Chevrolet dealership,
remaining a figure head until Yenko Chevrolet was sold, was willing to sign
on the doted line for 100 1966 Corvairs, : sign another agreement with GM
to purchase 500 COPO cars in 1969, and in 1973 relocated to a new, state
of the art ($$4$) facility in nearby McMurray, etc. That person? Frank
Yenko, with the support of wife Martha.

Don, their only son, simply followed in his parent's footsteps, adding his
vision to the mix, same as his daughters, maybe grandchildren, are
wanting to do, same as Bill Thomas, Joel Rosen's family, Nancy and Conme
Gibb, Va!ene Harrell and others are doing. ;

Tom Clary
Yenko Sportscar Club
http://www.yenko.net
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It will be interesting how much différent the new yenko stripes look vs
what hennesy has done on their camaros (they look same).

I feel if the new 'yenkos' do not involve GM and some form of copo aspect,
its not true to form. To me, anyone can make a new yenko, but if you got
GM to do something special, its a real step in the right direction of re-
inventing images of some of these super cars of the past. I have a friend
that has one of those 2002 camaro berger cars, and I like the way GM put
their finger print into that effort, and thus should be the example how
these new 'yenkos' should follow.: GM should still have an idea of what
Yenko was all about too, they seemed to get the berger thing.

my: 2 cents.

67 GTX hemi 'like the silver bullet

13



pacemel
Fedededesk

sY¢ member

Reged: 08/23/00
Posts: 1320
Loc: Long Island, NY

Steve Shauger

sYcH
sefesessk

s¥¢ member

Reged: 03/20/00
Posts: 6944
Loc: Alton, MO, USA

Quote:

Quote:

Fdrkthe people who don't want a new Yenko, it's simple don' t‘buy one. The Yenko
family is behind the project that Tom and hIS group are domg That is vahdataon
enough for me. ,

If there was a real yenko from Don being offered, I would think many would buy
them, but-that can never happen If you are " validated " from this endevor By all

meands buy the car and enJoy same

What muscle car/s do you own now. Have you ;e\'/'er‘owhed a 67, 68,69,70,

or 80 Yenko. &
This car is a tribute to Don period, and that is what this site and members
are all about. The SYC people behind this project have the passion, desire
and knowledge to produce a fantastic car. To condemn this pro;ect is way
out of line. ~ :

i e o S o

Vintage Certification, Prowdlng Recogmt:on to Unrestored Camaros &

Post Ektras: 9% @

Chevelles

Quote:

It will be interesting how much different the new yenko stripes look vs what
hennesy has done on their camaros (they look same).

1 feel if the new 'yenkos' do not involve GM and some form of copo aspect, its not
true to form. To me, anyone can make a new yenko, but if yougot GMtodo
something special, its a real step in the right direction of re-inventing images of
some of these super cars of the past. I have a friend that has one of those 2002

14




Stefano
Rfededed

sY¢ mamaber

Reged: 10/06/01
Posts: 4378

Loc: Land of
Lincoln

camaro berger cars, and I like the way GM put thei‘r finger print into that effort,

and thus should be the example how these new 'yenkos' should follow. GM should
still have an |dea of what Yenko was all about too, they seemed to get the berger =
thmg ~ :

my 2 cents.

If you actually take the time to compare strlpe packages, 1 thmk you wull ‘
see they are dn‘ferent

What did GM do to make the. Berger 2002 cars specnal? I thought an
outside source modlﬂed them

Tom Clary
Yenko Sportscar Club

Post Extras: & 3
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It is very interesting that the ONLY people who have contacted us |
regarding building them a 2010 Camaro in the Spirit of that which
Don Yenko built, in the '60,'70 & '80s are Enthusiasts who own
Vintage Yenko cars they would hke to commemorate and drlve or
race on a regular basis. ,
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